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Listening Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students
Good morning everyone, my name is Jane, and I’m your resident advisor. I’m a senior here at the university, and as a resident advisor, I am responsible for making sure that everyone who lives in the dormitories has someone to go to if they have questions, problems, or needs any kind of help. 
Now, let me show you around. It’s not too big, and a short tour will help you get a clear picture of what’s available and where things are at. So, first of all, as you know, this is one of our dormitory buildings, and it’s called West Hall. There are two main dormitory buildings – you can see the other one just next to us, it’s called Blackwell Hall. It’s not called East Hall because it was built using a donation from James Blackwell, an alumnus and local businessman. So, the hall is named in his honour. 
Ok, this road in front of the dorms is called the Boulevard. There isn’t much traffic as we don’t allow students living here to have cars. Of course there is a good bus network, and many students find that bicycles are usually adequate for travelling around the area. If you look across the Boulevard, you’ll see three buildings, two in front and one more behind them. The one you see on the left is the laundry building with washing machines and dryers. It’s not too expensive, and is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. To the right of laundry services is the student services office. This is an important place because it’s where you go if you have any problems with housing, studies, or anything at all really. Finally, behind those two buildings is McQueen Hall, one of the university’s study halls. It’s nice and quiet there, and many students like to wait there while their laundry’s finishing up. There’s no library there I’m afraid, but as you know the university campus has several libraries. McQueen is just a quiet place to read or study. 
So, please walk this way as we follow the Boulevard down the hill a bit. Now, as I mentioned earlier, this is Blackwell Hall. And across the street from Blackwell are the recreation facilities. There are quite a lot of things to do around here. First, there’s Brice Stadium right over there; yes, I know, it’s a bit small but it serves its purpose. Then, behind Brice, there’s an open area where you can do anything really; it’s just a small park. Oh, and of course, there are also the tennis courts further back. If you’re interested in using any of the sports facilities, make sure you book early on the student services office’s website – they’re all popular and are used on a first come first serve basis. 
So, as we continue down the Boulevard, you can see, it ends in a T-junction with River Road. And, on the other side of River Road is the bus stop. Buses come frequently; several lines stop here – and you can easily get to the main campus of the university or to town. The bus schedule is available for download from the student services office’s website. Now, looking left, that small building right there next to the sports facilities is the bookstore. It’s a great place to pick up pens and notebooks and things like that, as well as coffee and donuts. 
In front of the bookstore, you’ll notice our circular flower garden. It’s maintained by the students living here – everyone does a bit of work on a voluntary basis. Again, if you are interested in helping out, check the student services office’s website. 
Opposite the flower garden is one of our bicycle parking areas. As I mentioned earlier, residents here can’t use cars. Most people get around by bus and bike. Of course, there’s always a watchman checking on the bicycles to make sure they’re not stolen, but it’s still a good idea to use a bike lock. At the moment, you do not have to register your bikes with the office. However, this may change in the future if demand for bike parking increases. Right now, you just park your bike and head off to class. However, please keep in mind that if you park your bike in a non-designated area, security has the right to remove it. If this happens, go to the student services office – they can help you.

Glossary
alumnus (n) – someone who has left a school, college, or university after finishing their studies there

Listening Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students

Remember: you are not allowed to take notes at any time when the text is being read to you.

I. Listen to the text. Decide whether these statements are true or false and mark one.
1. The responsibility of the Resident Advisor is to provide support to the residents.
2. West Hall and East Hall are the main dormitory buildings.
3. Residents are not allowed to use cars.
4. Laundry services, student services and the study hall are all in McQueen Hall.
5. You have to book sports facilities in advance if you want to use them.
6. More than two bus lines stop at the complex.
7. Students have to take a bus to get to the main campus of the university.
8. There is a coffee shop next to the bookstore.
9. The bicycle parking area is unattended.
10. Unlocked bicycles are taken away by security.

II. Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question. 
11. The speaker is _____.
A a full-time employee of the university
B a student of the university
C a former student of the university
D a tour guide
12. James Blackwell is ______.
A a full-time employee of the university
B a business student of the university
C a former student of the university
D a patron of the university
13. Laundry services are _____.
A free
B reasonably priced
C available every day from 9 to 5
D only available on weekends
14. The garden is maintained _____.
A by student fees
B by city taxes
C by the students themselves
D None of the above
15. To park your bike you must _____.  
A show your identification
B register with student services
C use a bicycle lock
D None of the above

Reading Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students
Read trough the texts and choose one answer for each question. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet.
Text 1
Most students can’t tell the difference between real and fake news
Teens, this one is true: a recent study conducted by two British universities has found that students can’t tell the difference between real and fake news. 
The study concluded that 87% of the teenagers involved couldn’t differentiate between ads and news stories, the final report says. Even more upsetting, if posts of tweets come with ‘a large photo’ attached, they are considered ‘accurate’ by students. 
The findings were based on the media habits of 16,276 students between 13 and 19 years old, and the report adds, it is the first study ever done on how teens find and evaluate online content. 
But these findings are not surprising if we consider, for example, the impact that a large use of fake news had on the US presidential election in 2016. Media and social media were accused of using fake news which helped Trump to win the election. 
Both Facebook and Google are trying to deal with the issue, including banning fake sites from using their ad platforms. But the study seems to imply that students are not able to distinguish facts from fiction as they rely too much on googling. Fact-checking and research techniques, which were once taught by librarians, are no longer used by teenagers. 
A lot is expected of media literacy, which is slowly edging its way into the classroom, even though what is crucial seems to be the role of parents who should be able to train the next generation – the one with the largest access to information – to use critical reading skills when searching and selecting information.

1. What was the study about? 
A How teens distinguish real from fake news. 
B How teens find and evaluate online content. 
C The reliability of different online newspapers.  
D The reliability of some websites and social media.
2. What gives a teenager an idea of accuracy in a piece of news on Twitter? 
A The fact that it is signed by an important journalist.  
B The fact that it comes from a famous newspaper. 
C The large photos it may come with. 
D The external links it may come with. 
3. During the US presidential campaign the social media were blamed for ____. 
A spreading fake news in favour of only one candidate. 
B not treating all the candidates in the same way. 
C sponsoring the campaign of only one candidate.  
D not giving news about the campaign at all.
4. Who or what is to blame for young people’s inability to discern facts from fiction?  
A Social media. 
B Googling. 
C Librarians.  
D Parents. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]5. Which of the following best explains the sentence ‘media literacy, which is slowly edging its way into the classroom’?  
A Media literacy is making its way into the school in an innovative way. 
B Media literacy is trying to become part of the everyday curriculum but without success. 
C Media literacy is slowly making its way into the school. 
D Media literacy is still an extra-curricular activity for most schools.
Text 2
On June 15, three young British climbers were struck by lightning, though not fatally, on the summit of Petit Charmoz in the French Alps. It occurred just as they were preparing their equipment for the descent of the rock face. One of them suffered skin burns and was hit with such force that his climbing boots exploded. 
Although lightning is greatly feared by climbers and the inhabitants of mountainous areas, it claims relatively few lives in the Alps. But mountain guides have many stories about their nightmarish experiences when climbing in the Mont Blanc area. 
“Being caught by an electrical storm in the mountains is a terrifying thing,” wrote the guide and writer Jeremy Hincks. “The bangs that deafen you, and the lightning strikes that shake and sometimes even lift you off the ground, make danger so real that even the bravest are afraid.” 
Guides and mountaineers who have miraculously survived such experiences describe very precisely the natural phenomena which precede the first lightning strikes, and which positively indicate the presence above their heads of an intense electric field. They talk of flashes that come from the tips of their ice-axes, of their hair standing straight up on end, and of a sound like bees flying around. At that point, conditions are ideal for the first lightning strike. 
A slope covered in snow or small stones should protect people from direct strikes. A small lump of rock used as a seat is a good place in an emergency as it can prevent ground currents reaching the body, as long as the spot chosen is at least one metre away from any vertical rock. 
But Chamonix mountain rescue teams note that all too often, under the combined effects of panic and haste, climbers faced with the sudden appearance of a thunderstorm forget even the most elementary rules of mountaineering. According to a surgeon at a local hospital, panic turns out to be responsible for over half of all fatal accidents caused by lightning in the mountains. 
 
6. On July 15, lightning on Petitt Charmoz caused _______.
A deaths. 
B panic. 
C injuries and damage to clothing.  
D damage to climbing equipment.
7. Thunderstorms in the Alps _______.
A do not frighten mountain guides.  
B are so violent that many people are frightened of them.
C have killed many people there. 
D are not so dangerous as in other mountains.
8. What may happen before lightning actually strikes?
A Ice-axes make strange sound.
B People’s hair is flattened.
C There is a buzzing noise.
D Insects become very active
9. In thunderstorms, climbers should avoid _________.
A parts of the mountain that are in the clouds.
B standing in snow on the mountainside.
C using individual rocks as seats.
D sitting too near vertical rock.
10. Local people say that in sudden thunderstorms _______.
A even mountain rescue teams sometimes panic.
B every mountaineer breaks the simplest rules
C panicking climbers can make mistakes.
D most mountaineers who panic are killed.
Text 3
An 82-year-old chartered accountant who has had a perfect driving record since passing his test before the Second World War was banned for a year yesterday for travelling seventeen miles in the wrong direction on a dual carriage way. 
William Howarth became confused as he tried to avoid roadworks and set off on a road between Oxford and Newbury in the wrong direction, magistrates at Abington were told. 
Howarth, who uses a hearing aid and wears glasses, was driving in the fast lane of the northbound carriageway as he travelled south causing several drivers to swerve on a dark January afternoon. A police car in the correct lane drove alongside Howarth’s car and stopped him, but as the policeman climbed over the central barrier Howarth set off again. He continued for another ten miles until a police road block forced him to stop. 
Howard pleaded guilty to dangerous driving and was also fined 175 pounds. He was ordered to re-take his test if he wants to drive again after the year in which he is banned from driving is over. 
He leaned forward as he strained to hear yesterday as Mr John Horn, prosecuting, said police received a 999 call saying a car was travelling in the wrong direction. Mr Robert Hawes, defending, said Mr Howarth still worked five days a week as an accountant, sometimes until eight at night, and had a ‘perfect’ 60-year-driving record. He had driven on to the road as he tried to avoid roadworks and had not at first realised he was in the wrong lane because traffic was light and trees blocked his view of the opposite carriageway. 
Within a mile, he realised he was on the wrong carriage way and his intention was to get off as quickly as possible and get back on to the right road. There were in fact eight lay-bys along the route where he could have stopped and for that reason he accepts that he is guilty. 
‘This was not a wicked piece of driving. Mr Howarth was disorientated. It was a nightmare journey for him and he was dazed, confused and in obvious shock.’

11. What did the court decide about Mr. Howarth? 
A That he should never be allowed to drive again. 
B That he should pay a fine and be prohibited from driving for a year. 
C That he should take another driving test at once. 
D That he should not be punished. 
12. How did the police learn about Mr Howarth? 
A Someone telephoned them. 
B Other drivers reported him. 
C A police car had to swerve to avoid him. 
D They saw him. 
13. Mr Howarth did not realize his mistake at first because ______.
A there were other cars traveling in the same direction. 
B the incident happened at night. 
C there were not many cars and he couldn’t see the other side of the road clearly. 
D he was not wearing his glasses. 
14. Mr Howarth ________.
A was not aware he was on the wrong side of the road when the police stopped him. 
B did not realize he was on the wrong side of the road until he had driven 17 miles. 
C realized he was on the wrong side of the road when he saw other cars swerving to avoid him. 
D realized he was driving on the wrong side of the road after he had driven about a mile.
15. Why did Mr Howarth plead guilty? 
A Because he thought he had done a terrible thing. 
B Because he was dazed and confused. 
C Because he had driven off when the policeman stopped him. 
D Because he had not stopped as soon as he could have done. 

Writing Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students

Write an answer to ONE of the questions 1-3. Write your answer in an appropriate style.

1. You have recently applied for a course at a college and have been accepted. However, you cannot join the course due to some reasons. Write a letter to the principal of the college. Include this information:
· which course you have been applied for
· why you cannot join the course
· ask about the possibility of the course in the future
Write your letter. Do not mention your real name and surname in the letter.

2. Imagine your class has recently visited a painting exhibition “The City of the Future”. Write an article to be published in the English issue of your school paper presenting what will change in future cities, according to the exhibition paintings. The hints below will help you:  
· Skyscrapers made of glass  
· Underground houses with trees and flowers on roofs  
· Flying discs for public transport

3. You have seen this announcement in your school English-language magazine.
	Film reviews wanted

	From next month, we would like to include some film reviews in our new 'Entertainment' section. Why not write us a review of a film you have seen recently? Include information on the plot, the acting, the soundtrack/special effects etc. and say whether you would recommend it or not.
We will publish the best reviews over the coming months.


Write your review.




