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Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

The Verger

(After Somerset Maugham)

Albert Edward Foreman had been a servant before he was appointed verger, but only in very good houses. Starting as a pageboy in the house of a rich merchant, he had risen by degrees to the position of butler till the vacancy occurred at the church. He was tall and thin. He had tact and self-assurance.

Now he stood in the hall where he been invited by the new vicar, a red-faced energetic man of about forty years old.

The vicar began energetically.

“Foreman, we’ve got something unpleasant to say to you. You’ve been here many years and you’ve fulfilled your duties quite satisfactory. But I found out to my surprise that you could neither read nor write. Well, Foreman, I’ve discussed the matter with these gentlemen and they agree with me that the situation is impossible. At a church like St. Peter’s we cannot have a verger who can neither read nor write”.

“But couldn’t you learn, Foreman?” asked one of the churchwardens. 

“No, sir, I’m afraid I couldn’t, I don’t want to learn now”.

“In that case, Foreman, I’m afraid you must go”.

“Yes, sir, I understand”.

Later he put on his coat and walked out of the church. He went across the square, but deep in his sad thoughts he did not walk along the street that led him home, where a nice strong cup of tea awaited him; he turned into the wrong street. He walked slowly. His heart was heavy. He didn’t know what to do with himself. He had saved a tidy sum, but not enough to live on without doing something, and life cost more every year. Albert Edward was a non-smoker and a total abstainer, but when he was tired he enjoyed a cigarette.

He thought that a cigarette would comfort him now and since he did not carry them he looked for a shop where he could buy a packet of cigarettes.

He did not at once see one and walked on a little.

It was a long street, with all sorts of shops in it, but there was not a single one where you could buy cigarettes.

Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Decide whether the statements are true or false:
1. Albert Edward Foreman had been a sailor before he was appointed verger.

2. Foreman had risen by degrees to the position of butler. 
3. He stood in the church where he had been invited by the Bishop.
4. The vicar was a pale-faced man.
5. He was about fifty-five.
6. To his great surprise the vicar found out that Foreman could neither read nor write.
7. Foreman went across the square and walked along the street that led him home. 
8. He had saved a tidy sum, but not enough to live on. 
9. Albert Edward was a non-smoker, but when he was tired he enjoyed a cigarette.
10. It was a long street with all sorts of cafes and restaurants.
Reading Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Read through the text. Decide if each of the 5 statements is true or false and mark one.

Text 1
The Gyrfalcon
One of Scotland’s rarest visitors, a white gyrfalcon, flew in recently. However, it did not fly in under its own wing power. The gyrfalcon travelled to Aberdeen airport by helicopter. 
Two days ago the gyrfalcon, whose natural home is in Greenland or Canadian Arctic, landed exhausted on the oil rig “Ocean Rover”, almost 140 miles off Aberdeen. The crew thought it was an osprey, and fed it five pounds of trout while it was waiting for its flight to the mainland. It was not until it arrived in Aberdeen that zoo manager George Leslie and head keeper John Buchan identified it. 
Underwater engineer Bob Baxter, 24, from Ellon, Aberdeenshire, who helped to trap the gyrfalcon on the rig, returned on the same flight. He said: “The bird was exhausted when it landed on the rig, and we had no trouble catching it. It was herded into the television room, then we turned a cardboard box on its side and the bird just walked into it.”
Mr Leslie said: “The bird is still exhausted, but we will take it to the zoo and nurse it back to health, then release it in Orkney or Shetland.”
Gyrfalcon – кречет; osprey – скопа (хижий птах родини скопових)
1. Gyrfalcons are typically found in Greenland and Canadian Arctic. 
2. The bird landed on the oil rig. 
3. The crew fed the bird. 
4. The crew had difficulty in catching the bird because it was exhausted. 
5. It will be kept at the zoo. 
Text 2 
Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet.
Sleep well!

Some people who have difficulties in sleeping automatically turn to sleeping pills. But before even thinking about them, it’s a good idea to try and prepare yourself for sleep. Here’s some advice.

Before going to sleep, don’t discuss exciting problems, quarrel with your family or watch a murder mystery on TV. Sleep can be completely destroyed by too much excitement or worry. Also exercise before sleep is not a good idea. You can open the door to let out your dog, but don’t take him for a long walk.

The old advice to read in bed before sleep has now changed into a new one: be careful what you read before sleep. An interesting detective story can keep you awake till the morning comes. It’s better to count sheep, or listen to the news on the radio – many people find it more effective than any sleeping pill!

6. How do some people deal with their sleeplessness?



A They count sheep.



B They take pills.



C They go for a walk.



D They invite guests.
7. What sleep killer is NOT mentioned in the text?



A Murder mystery.



B Physical exercise.



C Long walks before going to bed.



D Drinking too much coffee.

8. How has the old advice ‘to read in bed before sleep’ changed?



A Be careful about what you read.



B Be excited about what you read.



C Read scary stories.



D Read detective stories.

9. Before going to sleep _____.


A quarrel with your family


B don’t listen to the radio


C don’t read an interesting detective story


D go for a long walk with your dog
10. What is more effective than any sleeping pill?



A Listening to cheerful music.



B Listening to the news.



C Playing exciting games.



D Watching horror movies.

Text 3
Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet.
Food, dangerous food
Tired? Want something to drink? 
Get a Coke or another fizzy drink and feel the effect on your mind and body.

We all do it, but for many English school kids, this is breakfast. More than 50,000 children who are 8-10 years old don’t eat anything in the morning and come to school tired, empty and irritable. And what are the hopes for healthy eating at school? Many schools now have a canteen where kids have a choice. And so they decide to take pizza and chips instead of salad and fish. When you are young, you think you will never die and don’t care about ‘adult’ problems like obesity (being extremely fat) and heart disease. The Heart Foundation has just started a campaign to show that bad eating habits from our childhood are often the most important causes of heart problems when we are older.

Modern eating habits are very destructive. Today’s children are in more danger of heart diseases and some forms of cancer than their parents and grandparents. They also have to decide which food to choose, genetically modified or organic. In Britain today, the second option is becoming more and more popular.

So where do we start if we want to eat in a healthy way? First, we should eat normally but do a lot of physical exercises. It is very hard to keep to a diet, and it’s all too easy to start getting fat again. The best idea is to exercise it the morning and not to eat snacks, especially late at night!

Second, if you eat meat, chicken and fish are much better than red meat. They are good for your body and mind, too.

Third, we should remember that fizzy drinks, tea and coffee are all ‘diuretics’, which means that they take water away from the body. Fizzy drinks also reduce the amount of healthy substances which the body can take from food. So if you suffer from headaches or a general lack of energy, try putting away all those drinks and having lots of water instead. Sometimes your skin gets clearer and your eyes start shining – so healthy lifestyle means prettier looks, too.

11. What do more than 50,000 children in Britain do?

A Eat red meat.
B Get a Coke for breakfast.
C Don’t eat anything at school.
D Drink a lot of water.

12. Why is eating in school canteen unhealthy?

A Only fast food is sold there.
B There is no information which food is good.
C Children can choose what they want to eat.
D Food is cooked improperly.

13. Why did the Heart Foundation start a campaign?

A To show the problems of old age.
B To show the consequences of the children’s behavior.
C To show the importance of physical training.
D To show the consequences of the bad eating habits from the childhood.

14. If we want to eat in a healthy way, we should _____.
A change all our eating habits
B go on a diet
C stop drinking coffee
D give up snacks
15. For people who eat meat, it is best to _____ .
A eat nothing but meat
B eat only certain kind of meat
C choose red meat
D do some exercise
Writing Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students
Choose one of the three suggested topics and comment on it.

1. Imagine you have just come back from your beach holiday and have found a blog about holiday destinations. Write a message to post on the blog describing the place you visited.  
2. The magazine “Psychology” has invited its readers to write about unpleasant experiences. Write a text to be published in the magazine describing your worst day at school.
3. Imagine that your American friend, Nick, uses his mobile phone very frequently. Send him an e-mail message and give him tips about how he should use his mobile phone to avoid health problems. Do NOT use your real name.
